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THE VIENNA RIOTS 





66 LOOD breeds blood” seems to be 

the most plausible explanation of 
the riots which have shaken the usually 
tranquil, pleasure-loving city of Vienna to 
its foundations this past week-end. The 
acquittal, July 14, of three Austrian Fas- 
cists accused of the murder of two So- 
cialists—a war cripple and a young boy— 
in a fight in the Burgenland last Febru- 
ary, was the cause of a large Socialist 
demonstration before the Ministry of 
Justice in Vienna on July 15. It is not 
clear from the dispatches whether the 
police fired first, but shooting occurred, 
the mob became frenzied and set fire to 
the Ministry of Justice, many people were 
killed and scores more were injured. A 
general strike was called by the Trade 
Unions and communication was at a 
standstill while martial law was pro- 
claimed throughout the city. 


The Austrian Government, in power as 
the result of a general election on April 
24, 1927, is a coalition of the Bourgeois 
parties with Monseigneur Seipel (Chris- 
tian-Socialist) as Chancellor. In Parlia- 
ment, the Government has a majority of 
twenty-three seats over the Socialist oppo- 
sition. The Communists polled only a 
total of 70,000 votes in April, a loss of 
20,000 since the previous election, and 
have no seats in Parliament. 

The city of Vienna, with a population 
comprising more than a third of the total 
population of the Republic, is the strong- 
hold of Socialism in Austria. The Vien- 
nese municipal government is Socialist 
and under its régime many reforms, par- 
ticularly in housing, have been consum- 
mated. These have been distasteful to 
the Bourgeois elements because of the 
consequent increase in municipal taxa- 
tion. However, the Austrian Socialists, 
though numerically strong, have been 


noted for their moderation and non-revo-- 
lutionary attitude and the recent riots 
came as a complete surprise. They cannot 
be blamed any more than the handful of 
Communists. 


With the news that the Austrian prov- 
inces, where the Bourgeois parties are in 
the majority, were rising to put down the 
riots and save the Seipel Government, the 
Socialists, finally, on July 18, called off the 
general strike in order to avert civil war 
which seemed imminent. Further dis- 
patches from Vienna indicate that the 
workers’ defense organizations are now 
cooperating with their late enemies, the 
police, to restore and maintain order. 


The domestic political situation in 
Austria has been deadlocked over Chan- 
cellor Seipel’s program, the Socialists hav- 
ing manoeuvred to keep all the important 
bills blocked in committee. Unemploy- 
ment is still extensive and business condi- 
tions are not encouraging. But none of 
these factors entirely explain the recent 
disorders. 

The Socialists are very dissatisfied with 
the present régime, especially with its 
doubtful administration of justice. One 
group led by Frederich Adler wants to co- 
operate with the Bourgeois parties as far 
as possible. Another section, under Otto 
Bauer, wants a more radical policy, 
though unwilling to join the Third Inter- 
nationale. Nor are the Government par- 
ties a unit; a strong group desires coop- 
eration with the Socialists and another 
led by Seipel himself is against all com- 
promise. 

The Austrian Parliament meets July 21 
to consider the situation and fix the re- 
sponsibility. 

The international repercussions of the 
riots have caused all parties in Austria to 
realize that the salvation of the little Re- 
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public lies in domestic tranquillity. Rumors 
that Italy and Hungary were about to 
send troops to quell the uprising have been 
rife. Paris, London and Prague have 
been greatly worried for fear the excuse 
of a red menace in Austria would be used 
as a means of upsetting the status quo in 
Central Europe. 
M. S. W. 


Notes 


There is little progress to report on the 
work of the Naval Conference at Geneva. 
After exactly one month of continuous ne- 
gotiation it is still seeking a fundamental 
basis for agreement. The actual drafting 
of the treaty is apparently as remote as 
when the Conference began. 

At the same time, it is evident that all 
the delegates realize the consequences of 
a failure to conclude a treaty before they 
leave Geneva. Since last week’s plenary 
session, the Japanese, who have stood out 
for a minimum cruiser tonnage of 250,- 
000, and the British, who have been ask- 
ing 400,000 tons and over, have been try- 
ing to reach a compromise which would 
be acceptable to the United States. 

A tentative agreement was reported on 
July 18. Britain and Japan, it was stated, 
would be willing to discuss a 500,000 ton 
total for cruisers and destroyers com- 
bined, with 300,000 tons to be used for 
cruisers and 200,000 for destroyers by 
both the United States and Great Britain. 
It was suggested that 10,000 ton cruisers 
might be apportioned on the basis of 
twelve each for the United States and 
Great Britain and eight for Japan. While 
this proposal may offer a fruitful basis 
for discussion, it overlooks a number of 
questions—such as the American refusal 
to consider the British demand for 6-inch 
instead of 8-inch guns on small cruisers— 
which must be solved before an actual 
agreement can be achieved. 





Since the declaration of Feng Yu- 
Hsiang on June 22 that the Communists 
at Hankow must be eliminated from the 
Chinese Nationalist Party, the position of 
the Hankow radicals has steadily weak- 
ened. News from reliable sources agrees 
that Borodin has now left Hankow. Where 
he has gone and whether he has left per- 
manently or for a short time only is still 
uncertain. 


On July 14 the Soviet Comintern issued 
a pronunciamento branding the leaders of 
the Hankow régime as “counter-revolu- 
tionary,’”’—the most serious indictment in 
Soviet Russia. Instructions to the mem- 
bers of the party, sent over the heads of 
the leaders, were, in short, to “lie low,” 
“bore from within” and “work under- 
ground.” There is plenty of room for 
doubt, therefore, whether Chinese Com- 
munism is going out of existence or merely 








out of sight. But the situation at Hankow 
has materially altered. Recent reports of 
a Hankow coup d’état indicate that the 
Moderates are now in control there and at 
Hanyang. 

Other dispatches in the past week un- 
officially announce a truce between the 
Moderate Nationalist leader, Chiang Kai- 
Shek and Chang Tsung-Chang, Shantung 
general, subject to Nationalist withdrawal 
from Shantung. Such a truce would leave 
the Nanking Nationalists free to elim- 
inate Communist activity in the rear. A 
new alignment of Chinese generals may 
shortly be expected, therefore, with ap- 
parently an increase of strength on the 
Moderate side. 





Efforts of American marines in Nic- 
aragua to subdue an independent Liberal 
chief, General Sandino, who had refused 
to surrender his arms in accordance with 
the peace terms laid down by the United 
States in early May, resulted last week in 
the loss of one marine and between 100 
and 200 revolutionists in a seventeen hour 
battle at Ocotal. Heavy damage was in- 
flicted by five airplanes dispatched by 
Brigadier-General Logan Feland to rescue 
the thirty-nine marines who were being 
beseiged by a force of four hundred revo- 
lutionists. 

General Sandino was the only Liberal 
commander who refused to abide by 
the Nicaraguan settlement dictated two 
months ago by Colonel Henry L. Stim- 
son, personal representative of President 
Coolidge. The terms, which called for 
cessation of hostilities, surrender of arms 
by both factions, Liberal representation in 
the government of President Diaz and a 
fair election in 1928, were accepted, with 
protest, by the Liberal President, Sacasa, 
and his chief commander, General Mon- 
cada. Sacasa left Nicaragua following 
the settlement and General Moncada 
turned over his rifles, machine-guns and 
ammunition to the American marines. 


When the United States decided to end 
the revolution last May, by intervention 
if necessary, it took upon itself the re- 
sponsibility of suppressing all future re- 
volts, at least until the elections of 1928. 
The elimination of General Sandino prob- 
ably means a period of peace. But should 
further opposition develop, United States 
marines will be compelled by the logic of 
American policy to take drastic action. 





President Coolidge has given no indica- 
tion of when he will name a successor to 
James R. Sheffield, who resigned his post 
as Ambassador to Mexico on July 8. In 
view of the delicate relations existing be- 
tween the two countries it is essential that 
a capable representative be appointed 
without undue delay. 


The Editors alone are responsible for such apinions as they may express in the News Bulletin. 
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